
Early Years Intent Statement 

Subject Vision: Roots ~ Growth ~ Flight 

A nurturing, inclusive school, rooted in Christian values, where everyone feels safe, grows 

and takes flight as valued members of the school, local and global community. 

  

We will deliver our vision by: 

Enabling the curiosity to question, confidence to challenge, resilience to be challenged  

and 

Providing the knowledge and tools to succeed 

 So that we may: 

                                                   Ignite a life-long love of learning. 

  

We will live our vision by: 

Being valuable members of society, making meaningful contributions to the local and 

wider community and enriching the lives of others 
 

In Early Years, we believe that a child’s first educational experiences should be rooted in play and 
exploration within a safe nurturing environment. We enable children to grow by developing 

relationships between adults and peers and providing a balance of adult led and child initiated 
learning. We want all pupils at Newnham St Peter’s to experience high quality learning 

opportunities, both inside and outside, so that they leave the reception year excited to continue 
their learning journey. We strive for all pupils to leave reception with the best level of 

development score possible to allow them to enter year one with confidence and the tools to 
succeed (flight).  

 
The school uses Development Matters to plan and deliver its vision within the early years. 
The Characteristics of Effective Learning move through all areas of learning in our setting: 

• Playing and Exploring 

• Active Learning 

• Creating and Thinking Critically 
  

How subjects are taught in the Early Years: 

Reading 
Pre-School- 
There is a daily phonics session, where the focus is on hearing and identifying initial sounds and 
oral blending of the children’s names and cvc words. There is a whole group picture book story 
each day which is voted for by the children using their Book Voting Station. At the end of the daily 
story the adult asks the children retrieval and interpret questions. Each child has a story bag to 
take home. The bags include a quality picture book, a soft toy, a record book and questions for 
parents to ask. The books are changed weekly. There is an inside and outside reading area. The 
children visit the school library each week to choose books to take back to the Pre-School room. 
 
Reception- 
There is a daily Read Write Inc. (RWI) phonics session. Each child has a 1:1 reading session with an 
adult, twice a week. These sessions start with storytelling using a wordless book (Lift-Off and ORT) 
and progress to First Word books (Lift-Off) and then Read Write Inc. The sessions also include time 
to practice sound books and then word boxes linked to RWI. Each child takes home a Sound Book, 
Reading Book and Reading Diary. Word boxes are introduced once the child begins to blend. With 



the first set of word boxes the children take home a matching sound blending book. Reading 
books and word boxes are carefully structured so that they only include the sounds the child has 
learnt. There is a whole group picture book story each day which is voted for by the children using 
their Book Voting Station. At the end of the daily story the adult asks the children retrieval and 
interpret questions. There is an inside and outside reading area. Our continuous provision boxes 
include related texts. Mathematics is based on a ‘book of the week’ related to the key learning 
point. We regularly revisit prior learning. 
 
Writing 
Pre-School- 
Speaking and listening is developed through show and tell each week. Bikes, trikes, scooters and 
tyres are available outside to develop gross motor skills. Fine motor activities are always available. 
There are weekly opportunities for children to trace letter/number shapes. There is a planned 
weekly mark-making activity using a range of materials. There is an indoor and outdoor mark-
making area. Adults model writing using the correct formation and pencil grip. Children use 
chunky, easy-grip pencils. 
 
Reception- 
Speaking and listening is developed through ‘all about me’ boxes and Golden Moment books. 
Bikes, trikes, scooters and tyres are available outside to develop gross motor skills. Fine motor 
activities are always available. Gross and fine motor skills are developed through ‘Dough Disco’ 
and Twinkl handwriting exercises. Pencil grip is taught using the ‘nip, flip, grip’ method. Children 
use chunky easy-grip pencils. As each phonic sound is taught, the children learn the RWI 
formation ditty. These are sent home for parents to support writing at home. Children practice 
letter formation and name writing 1:1 with an adult moving to 1:6 as they progress and become 
more independent. Once six sounds are known, daily cvc writing is included in adult led writing 
sessions. This progresses to daily sentence writing. There is a weekly independent text based 
writing activity which links to the Maths book of the week. There is a weekly ‘Exciting Writing’ 
opportunity which is linked to a photo or picture and modelled by an adult. The children are then 
encouraged to independently mark make or write in response to the picture. The picture/photo 
stimulus is based on a real experience wherever possible. During the summer term children 
experience writing structured stories and other text types. Clipboards (A4 and A3) are included 
within continuous provision both inside and outside to encourage independent recording. We 
regularly revisit prior learning. 
 
Mathematics 
Pre-School- 
There is an indoor and outdoor Maths area and a number display board. Number songs and 
rhymes support early counting. Children are encouraged to count during daily routines: Who’s 
Here Today board, Maths Snack Time, Book Voting Station. There is a number of the week (1-10) 
which activities are based around. Playdough numbers and number formation are practiced 
several times a week. The children explore SSM concepts both inside and outside and within 
practical activities like cooking. Maths games are modelled and played regularly. 
 
Reception- 
The Can Do Maths scheme is used in Reception. There is a daily Maths lesson. There is an indoor 
and outdoor Maths area. Number songs and rhymes support early counting. Children are 
encouraged to count during daily routines: Who’s Here Today board, Maths Snack Time, Book 
Voting Station, Estimation Station and Mathematical Pencil Pots. There is a number of the week 
(1-20) which activities are based around. The children watch BBC Numberblocks to support the 
Number of the Week. The ‘Number Nibbler’ visits daily and plays maths ‘tricks’. There is a Maths 



Book of the Week which is chosen to support the SSM KLPs. All activities and Maths problems 
stem from the book. There is a range of practical mathematical resources available. Clipboards 
(A4 and A3) are included within continuous provision both inside and outside to encourage 
independent recording. We regularly revisit prior learning. Maths games are modelled and played 
regularly. 
 
Science 
EYFS- 
Science is planned using the Development Matters statements-Understanding the World/The 
World. We build on the children’s prior knowledge (from Golden Moment books/Communication 
books) to extend their experiences of the world. We arouse awareness of features in the 
environment within our setting and the immediate local area. We examine changes over time-
growth of plants, melting ice, decaying food. We use the correct terms to build vocabulary. We 
pose open ended questions. We provide opportunities to observe things closely. We model 
recording our findings in tables and graphs. We regularly revisit prior learning 
 
Religious Education 
EYFS- 
R.E. is planned using Understanding Christianity and the Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus. It sits 
within the areas of personal, social and emotional development and understanding the world. The 
teaching of R.E. stems from the children’s own experiences. Children are encouraged to develop a 
positive sense of themselves and others and also learn how to form positive and respectful 
relationships. This will be done through a balance of guided, planned teaching and also pursuing 
their own learning through an enabling environment. Children will begin to understand and value 
differences of individuals and groups within their own community. Children are given the 
opportunity to develop their emerging moral and cultural awareness. 
 
Music 
EYFS- 
Music is planned using the Development Matters statements-Expressive Arts and 
Design/Exploring and using Media and Materials/Being Imaginative. Charanga music is used 
throughout the year. Children are encouraged to explore sounds in the environment and body 
percussion. They move on to explore the sounds instruments make. They learn a repertoire of 
songs and dances. Songs and singing are included in many other areas of the curriculum. The 
children learn about rhyme and rhythm. They also explore tempo and pitch. They are encouraged 
to make their own music, songs and rhythms. 
 
P.E. 
EYFS- 
P.E. is planned using the Development Matters statements-Physical Development/Moving and 
Handling. Fundamental movement skills are encouraged daily within play and exploration 
opportunities. Children are encouraged to be physically active in the outside areas and equipment 
is available for them to do so. Gross motor skills are taught explicitly through P.E. sessions that 
encourage key movement skills, co-ordination and teamwork. Sticky Kids and Go-Noodle are used 
on the CD player and interactive board. Dough and finger gym activities are available to develop 
fine motor skills. We regularly revisit prior learning. 
 
Art  
EYFS- 
Art is planned using the Development Matters statements-Expressive Arts and Design/Exploring 
and using Media and Materials/Being Imaginative. Children are encouraged to talk about their 



observations and experiences of texture and colour. They are encouraged to notice and talk about 
changes in properties of media. We provide children with resources for mixing colours and joining 
and combining materials. Adults demonstrate and teach skills and techniques where necessary. 
We provide children with opportunities to use their skills and explore concepts and ideas through 
their representations. Adults plan imaginative, active experiences to inspire creativity.  
 
Design and Technology 
EYFS- 
Design and Technology is planned using the Development Matters statements-Expressive Arts and 
Design/Exploring and using Media and Materials/Being Imaginative. Children are encouraged to 
talk about their observations and experiences of texture and colour. They are encouraged to 
notice and talk about changes in properties of media. We provide children with resources for 
mixing colours and joining and combining materials. Adults demonstrate and teach skills and 
techniques where necessary. We provide children with opportunities to use their skills and 
explore concepts and ideas through their representations. Adults plan imaginative, active 
experiences to inspire creativity.  
 
History 
EYFS- 
History is planned using the Development Matters statements-Understanding the World/People 
and Communities. We build on the children’s prior knowledge (from Golden Moment 
books/Communication books) to extend their experiences of people. We use ‘all about me’ boxes 
to enable children to share experiences from different parts of their life with each other. We 
preserve memories from the reception year within our big books and learning journeys. The 
children are encouraged to record their own special events in their Golden Moment books. We 
regularly revisit prior learning. 
 
Geography 
EYFS- 
Geography is planned using the Development Matters statements-Understanding the World/The 
World. We build on the children’s prior knowledge (from Golden Moment books/Communication 
books) to extend their experiences of the world. We arouse awareness of features in the 
environment within our setting and the immediate local area. We provide children with 
opportunities and resources to create simple maps and plans of real and imaginary landscapes. 
The books we choose help children to make sense of different environments. We provide small 
world equipment for children to create their own environments. We use technology (Google 
Earth) to explore places around the world. We regularly revisit prior learning. 
 
Computing 
EYFS- 
Computing is planned using the Development Matters statements-Understanding the 
World/Technology. We use the results of our EY ICT parental questionnaire (Oct and April) in 
order to build on the children’s prior knowledge and experiences of technology. We encourage 
the children to talk about where to find information. They use the class camera and the school 
photocopier when appropriate. Examples of technology (laptops, mobile phones, calculators) are 
included in role play areas. The children use the interactive board to play games and use 
paint/drawing programs. Adults model the use of Google Earth, search engines and email. We 
regularly revisit prior learning. 
 
PSHE 
EYFS- 



PSHE is planned using the Development Matters statements-Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development/Making Relationships/Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness/Managing Feelings and 
Behaviour. The Gloucestershire Pink Curriculum is used to support this area of learning. Class 
circle times are used to promote discussion about feelings and situations which may occur within 
the school environment. Stories, books and puppets are used as a way to explore emotions and 
scenarios. The children are encouraged to try new activities, meet new people and speak in front 
of groups of peers. They are prepared for each of these situations and supported where 
necessary. The classroom rules are made explicit to the children and clear and consistent 
expectations, boundaries and consequences are applied. Children are taught ways to manage 
conflicts such as timers to fairly take turns with toys. 
 

Why Early Years is taught this way: 

Reading 
Reading is the core of curriculum provision in EYFS and leads/supports the learning across a 
variety of areas. Revisiting prior learning is used to aid memory and embed skills. The children are 
exposed to a wide range of texts which are specifically chosen for a variety of reasons: 

• Links to the curriculum or subject areas 

• Broaden vocabulary 

• Exposure to different genres 

• SMSC 

• Answering questions 

• Enjoyment of books and love of reading. 
 
Writing 
The children have many opportunities to develop their speaking skills so that their sentence 
structure is correct. We understand that good letter formation comes from well-developed gross 
and fine motor skills so activities to strength these feature highly in our provision. The reading 
books and vocabulary that the children are exposed to leads to quality writing. We engage our 
children in a range of real, practical experiences-cooking, science, visits, and visitors-to ensure 
that they have rich experiences to write about. Revisiting prior learning is used to aid memory and 
embed skills.   
 
Mathematics 
Mathematical understanding is developed through structured small step progression. Counting is 
integrated into daily routines to give many opportunities to count for a real purpose. Practical 
experiences and apparatus are used to ensure that concepts are secure, relevant and engaging for 
young children. Revisiting prior learning is used to aid memory and embed skills. Games are used 
to close the gap between advantaged and disadvantaged groups. 
 
R.E. 
R.E. teaching in the Early Years starts with the children’s own experience. The children are taught 
through guided, planned experiences and then encouraged to pursue their own learning within 
the environment. Revisiting prior learning is used to aid memory and embed skills and vocabulary. 
 
Music, P.E.,  
Taught sessions provide a structured program that is all inclusive to teach key skills. Continuous 
provision secures these skills and further enhances individual expression. Revisiting prior learning 
is used to aid memory and embed skills and vocabulary. 
 
 
Science, Art, Design and Technology, History, Geography, Computing 



We engage our children in a range of real, practical experiences to ensure that concepts are 
secure, relevant and engaging for young children. We are flexible and ensure that we react to 
experiences as they happen in order to create for a real purpose. Revisiting prior learning is used 
to aid memory and embed skills and vocabulary.   
 
PSHE 
Our early years environment is based on positive relationships, experiences and praise. Where 
individuals find particular situations difficult, adults support the child to find ways to help them 
manage and succeed. Real life issues/scenarios which the children can relate to are used as the 
basis for discussion and exploration. Stories, books and puppets allow the children to explore 
ways of dealing with different situations in a fun and safe way. 
 

How our Early Years provision meets our curriculum intent: 

Roots 
Recognising our Church School status- 

• Focus on Christian Values (particularly Root School Values) at the heart of what we do 

• Regular visits to St Peter’s Church, Newnham 

• Prayer area in class 

• Prayers said before lunch and at the end of the day 

• Daily worship seen as an important part of our school day and routine 

• Carefully planned and guided R.E. teaching followed by children pursuing their own 
interests and developing their learning within the environment. 

Recognising the Importance of Wellbeing and Mental Health (to include play and inclusivity)- 

• Play based learning 

• Fruit snack time 

• Teaching of handwashing 

• Taught mindfulness and relaxation sessions 
Ensuring High Quality Provision for all Pupils (SEND, EAL, PP, Disadvantaged)- 

• ‘Keep up’ sessions in phonics 

• Visual timetables 

• Pencil grips, fiddle objects 

• Staff awareness of access to time, attention and resources at home 

• Extra phonics/reading sessions/resources for some pupils 

• Barriers to learning investigated and supported appropriately on an individual basis in 
consultation with parents/carers 

• Extended learning opportunities considered and met on an individual basis where 
appropriate in consultation with parents 

• Strong relationship with parents and carers developed through the use of face to face 
interaction, Communication Books, Golden Moment Books, Reading Diaries, Email, text 
and telephone 

Growth 
Broadening Vocabulary- 

• Class Word wall 

• Knowledge Organisers 

• High quality texts.books 

• Discussion 

• Modelling 
Growth Mindset (resilience and challenge)- 

• Open discussions about difficulties and perseverance 

• Celebrating successes and learning from mistakes 



• Celebrating a range of successes not just academic 

• Adults challenge the children in a realistic and supportive manner 

• Encouraging the children to challenge each other and adults in a safe environment 
Developing a Love of Reading Leading to Quality Writing- 

• Reception Book of the Week 

• Books included in Continuous Provision boxes 

• Pre-school Story Sacks 

• Structured reading books linked to phonic learning in Reception 

• Book voting station 
Applying Mathematical Skills- 

• Maths included in daily routine (‘Who’s Here Today?’ board, Maths Snack Time, Book 
Voting Station, Estimation Station, Mathematical Pencil Pots) 

Securing Small Step Progression which is Revisited to Aid Memory 

• Knowledge Organisers 

• Big Book 

• Revisiting learning across subjects-for example P.E. skills and vocabulary revisited in 
Exciting Writing session. 

Developing an understanding of cultural diversity- 

• Stories, books and toys which promote cultural awareness 

• Celebrating special days from a variety of cultures 
Flight 
Fostering Curiosity and Engagement in Learning (to include visits/visitors, community and 
mistakes) 

• Visits to the local area, church, Perrygrove Railway, the seaside/museum 

• Visits from police, fire service, RAC, ambulance service 

• Making contributions to the community wherever possible-litter picking, planting trees 
 

 


