
 

 History Intent Statement 

Subject Vision: Roots ~ Growth ~ Flight 

A nurturing, inclusive school, rooted in Christian values, where everyone feels safe, grows and takes flight as 

valued members of the school, local and global community. 

  

We will deliver our vision by enabling: 

The curiosity to question. 

The confidence to challenge. 

The resilience to be challenged. 

& 

Providing the knowledge and tools to succeed. 

 

 So that we may: 

Ignite a life-long love of learning. 

  

We will live our vision by: 

Being valuable members of society. 
Making meaningful contributions to the local and wider community. 

Enriching the lives of others. 
 

 Our curriculum draws on the local community enabling children to be rooted in their past. Learning has been 
carefully sequenced to enable children to grow as historians.  History also enables children to explore events and 
issues on a national and international level giving our children an understanding of their place in a wider world. 

In history children are taught to fly by asking and answer questions, exploring and challenge evidence and 
forming their own opinions.   

How History is taught: 

Pre-School and Reception 
History is planned using the Development Matters Statements-Understanding the World/People and 
Communities. We build on the children’s prior knowledge (from Golden Moment books/Communication books) 
to extend their experiences of people. We use ‘all about me’ boxes to enable children to share experiences from 
different parts of their life with each other. We preserve memories from the reception year within our big books 
and learning journeys. The children are encouraged to record their own special events in their Golden Moment 
books. We regularly revisit prior learning. 
 
 
KS1 and KS2 
History is taught through an enquiry based approach using key questions that are selected to ensure the coverage 
of the national curriculum whilst allowing the children to be curious, engaged learners. The history units are built 
into a two year rolling cycle for Y1/2, Y3/4, and Y/5/6 as identified on our Long-term plan. Each unit begins with 
an overarching question which is referred to throughout the unit. Each unit has a knowledge organiser that 
includes the key questions that will be explored in the unit. Questions are carefully crafted so that children gain 
knowledge of the period studied whilst also considering wider historical concepts. They include timelines, picture 
prompts and vocabulary. The vocabulary selected includes specific words with definitions linked to the time period 
as well as vocabulary needed for children to develop their skills as historians. Core vocabulary has been selected 
to progress as children move through the school.  
We have carefully planned into our curriculum trips and visits that enhance learning. Core texts linked to History 
have been chosen to enrich the children’s experience. 



Medium- term plans are structured to create a sequence of lessons that develop questioning; understanding of 
chronology; identifying and contrasting themes and using sources taught through small step learning. 
 

Why History is taught this way: 

Pre-School and Reception 
We engage our children in a range of practical experiences using real objects wherever possible to ensure that 
concepts are secure, relevant and engaging for young children. We are flexible and ensure that we react to 
experiences as they happen in order to investigate for a real purpose. Revisiting prior learning is used to aid 
memory and embed skills and vocabulary.   
 
KS1 and 2 
History is taught through an enquiry based approach using key questions that are selected to ensure the coverage 
of the national curriculum whilst allowing the children to be curious, engaged learners.  
We use a spiral curriculum approach to revisit key vocabulary and prior units of study to ensure that children’s 
learning is embedded into their long-term memory. 
 
As each unit begins and ends with an overarching question, our questions are carefully crafted so that children 
gain knowledge of the unit studied whilst also considering wider historical concepts. The children are assessed on 
this question at the beginning and end of the unit to explore how much the children have learned during their 
lessons. 
  
The vocabulary selected on the knowledge organisers include subject specific words with definitions linked to the 
unit of study as well as vocabulary needed for children to further develop their knowledge about diverse places, 
people, resources and natural and human environments. Core vocabulary has been selected to progress as children 
move through the school. It is a resource aimed to support the children’s learning and refer to throughout their 
learning (apart from assessment opportunities). 
 
We have carefully planned into our curriculum trips and visits designed to enrich and enhance learning. Core texts 
linked to history have been chosen to deepen the children’s experience, where appropriate. Medium- term plans 
are structured to create a sequence of lessons that is subject specific aimed to inspire in pupils a curiosity and 
fascination about the past and how the past helps to shape our future. 
 
 
KS1- In KS1 children are taught: 
 
• changes within living memory  

• events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally  

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 
achievements (some comparing aspects of life in different periods 

• significant local historical events, people and places  

 
Topics have been close that will set the foundations for later learning. A study of railways and the Dean Forest 
steam train supports with later study of industrialization. The Fire of London is studied in Year 1 or 2 with a visit 
to London in Y5/6. A study of how the seaside changes over time is linked to an understanding of how water 
boats and ships play an important part in the history of Newnham and made Newnham an important location in 
the Civil War. 
 
KS2. In KS2 children are taught:  
changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 



Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 
Newnham on Severn and the English Civil War 
Industrialisation: a significant turning point in British History. 
The 1960’s - a significant turning point in British history (leisure and entertainment) 
Ancient Egypt 
Ancient Greece 
Mayans 
Topics have been chosen to provide children with coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to 
more recent periods. Thereby strengthening their understanding of the present day. 
Units are diverse to enable children to understand different methods of historical enquiry. To ensure these skills 
are built on children studying contrasting period in upper and lower KS2. Units have been selected so that 
children can gain a historical perspective by creating connections between local, regional, national and 
international history. The have an opportunity to explore cultural, economic, military, political, religious and 
social history; Units have been selected to show the importance of location and the significance of living near a 
major river. This gives children an grounding in their own local history alongside an national and global 
perspective. 

How history meets our curriculum intent: 

Roots  
Recognising our Church School status 
Our history curriculum enables children to explore aspect of the rich development of Christianity as well as 
recognising the diversity of other belief systems. Our curiosity curriculum design actively encourages children to 
question and challenge. By giving children an understanding of different historical cultures we encourage 
children to respect diversity whist also learning how to identify injustice. By posing big concept questions such as 
‘Why do we have wars?’ ‘Were all childhoods the same?’  we are encouraging children to develop a sense of 
courageous advocacy; whereby an understanding of issues in the past can lead to positive action against issues 
today. It is only by gaining an understanding of our past that we can proactively address our future and this 
underpins the school value of hope. 
 
Recognising the Importance of Wellbeing and Mental Health (to include play and inclusivity)- 
Throughout the history curriculum children are given the opportunity to explore the importance of play. 
Activities from periods of history studied are made available for children to play with.  
History encourages children to see that different interpretations can be put on events and to carefully consider 
sources of information. This enables children to be less swayed by media pressure. 
 
Ensuring High Quality Provision for all SEND, EAL and PP 
History is explored through a wide range of sources including visual images, trips, visitors and video clips. These 
encompass a wide range of learning styles. Value is put on a range of ways of recording / presenting learning so 
that children who struggle with writing can still evidence progress. 
 
Part of the pupil premium funding is allocated to teaching assistants, enabling children to receive additional 
support within the classroom when this has been identified as a barrier to learning. Trips and historical texts to 
support learning have been identified throughout the history curriculum to ensure all children have access to the 
same cultural capital.  
 
Growth 
Growth Mindset- (resilience and challenge) 
History provides children with real life examples of where people have demonstrated resilience in response to 
challenge. The curriculum has been designed to build on the children’s skill set so that tasks become 
progressively harder and allow for a degree of perseverance alongside the ability to succeed. 
 



Broadening Vocabulary- 
Core vocabulary has been selected to develop the children as historians. This is allocated to year groups so that 
vocabulary is built on progressively. Teachers refer back to prior learning. Words such as ’invasion’ are explored 
in history and also in PE to strengthen understanding. Key historical vocabulary related to a specific topic such as 
the name of a key figure) is introduced through knowledge organisers. 
 
Developing a Love of Reading Leading to Quality Writing- 
There are rich opportunities for reading throughout the history curriculum through whole class group and 
individual tasks. Children are taught to read historical books and primary sources. Historical stories are also used 
to enhance the children enjoyment of a historical period and further strengthen vocabulary. Children complete 
at least one expended piece of writing per unit of work studied. 
 
Applying Mathematical Skills- 
History gives children an opportunity to explore chronology within and across historical periods. They interpret 
information from the past in different ways, including through mathematical data. 
 
Securing Small Step Progression which is Revisited to Aid Memory (Knowledge Organisers, Big Books and 
Assessments)- 
Lessons have been carefully structured to build on historical understanding following sub questions within a unit. 
Knowledge organisers contain key information. Key moments are recorded in big books that are passed on from 
class to class enabling children to revisit prior learning and allowing episodic memory to support semantic 
memory. 
 
Developing an understanding of cultural diversity 
Our history curriculum draws upon British history and world history. It enables children to see and celebrate the 
diversity of culture within Britain and the wider world 
 
Flight 
Fostering Curiosity and Engagement in Learning (to include visits/visitors, community and mistakes) 
 Trips and visitors and core texts have been planned into the curriculum, supporting engagement. Topics ae 
delivered through questions fostering curiosity. 
Our curriculum is carefully structured to enable children to develop the skills to become successful historians and 
to apply these skills in the next phase of their education. 
 

 


