
Music Intent Statement 

Subject Vision: Roots, Growth, Flight 

A nurturing, inclusive school, rooted in Christian values, where everyone feels safe, grows and takes 

flight as valued members of the school, local and global community. 

  

We will deliver our vision by: 

Enabling the curiosity to question, confidence to challenge, resilience to be challenged  

and 

Providing the knowledge and tools to succeed 

 So that we may: 

                                                   Ignite a life-long love of learning. 

  

We will live our vision by: 

Being valuable members of society, making meaningful contributions to the local and wider community 

and enriching the lives of others 
 

At Newnham St Peter’s School, we aim to enable children to experience the joy of listening to, learning, 
performing and creating music so that they might develop a love of music. Our children listen to, review and 
evaluate a wide range of music so that they can be rooted in ‘music across a range of historical periods, genres, 
styles and traditions’. Learning has been carefully sequenced to enable children to grow as musicians, developing 
their knowledge, confidence and appreciation of music, and to finish each stage of education with a good 
attainment in this subject.  In music, children are taught to fly by equipping them with knowledge, including the 
interrelated dimensions of music, required to critically engage with music in the future.  
 

How Music is taught: 

EYFS-  
Music is planned using the Development Matters statements-Expressive Arts and Design/Exploring and using 
Media and Materials/Being Imaginative.  
 
KS1 and KS2 
Music is taught either by a music specialist or by the class teacher. Each class will have the benefit of being taught 
by the music specialist during the academic year. 
 
The Charanga Musical School Scheme has been used to develop a two-year rolling programme of music which can 
also be adapted for single age classes when necessary. 
 
Each Unit of Work comprises the of strands of musical learning which correspond with the national curriculum for 
music: 

1. Listening and Appraising 
2. Musical Activities  

a. Warm-up Games 
b. Optional Flexible Games 
c. Singing 
d. Playing instruments 
e. Improvisation 
f. Composition 

3. Performing 
 



Teachers plan units as specified in our two-year rolling programme. They produce knowledge organisers and 
medium- term plans, which are structured to create a sequence of lessons that address the question/s on the 
knowledge organiser.  
 
Special units, such as hand-bell ringing, are also planned into the year.  
Performances throughout the year include school choir concerts, the Infant Nativity play and the Y6 leavers’ play, 
which involves the whole school. 
 
Once every two years, Years 5 and 6 take part in the ‘Young Voices’ concert, giving them an amazing opportunity 
to learn a wide variety of songs, to perform with professional instrumentalists and to sing with over 6,000 other 
singers to a very appreciative audience. 
 
 

Why Music is taught this way: 

EYFS-  
 
 
KS1 and KS2 
The Charanga scheme of music was chosen for reasons best explained in quotes from their website: 
 
‘The Charanga Musical School Scheme provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for each year group 
in the school. It is ideal for specialist and non-specialist teachers and provides lesson plans, assessment, clear 
progression, and engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to support every lesson. The Scheme supports all 
the requirements of the national curriculum.’ 
 
‘In line with the curriculum for music and guidance from Ofsted, this Scheme moves away from the previous 
levels and learning objective/outcome concepts to an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach to 
musical learning.’ 
 
‘Ofsted have stated that “We will not always know the learning outcomes” so segregated learning objectives at 
the start of each lesson are not appropriate. Instead the interrelated dimensions of music weave through the 
units to encourage the development of musical skills as the learning progresses through listening and appraising, 
differing musical activities (including creating and exploring) and performing.’ 
 
‘Units of Work are progressive but can also be delivered as stand-alone units due to the depth of learning and 
spiral progression methodology.’ 
 

How Music meets our curriculum intent: 

Roots 
Recognising our Church School status- 
Making music together provides a unique opportunity to meld individual skills and abilities to produce a shared 
experience that is enjoyed by those making the music but also by those watching and listening, This supports our 
inclusive Christian ethos regardless of the musical genre. 
Recognising the Importance of Wellbeing and Mental Health (to include play and inclusivity) 
At Newnham St. Peter’s C of E Primary, we recognise the importance of wellbeing and mental health by providing 
children with more opportunities to listen to music, play tuned and untuned instruments, sing and compose in a 
variety of environments including outside environments. Throughout the Music Curriculum, children are given the 
opportunity to discover the importance of play as well as getting outside to explore the natural environment 
around them. The children are given daily access to the school field to explore in their own playtimes. 
Ensuring High Quality Provision for SEND Pupils- 



When planning work in Music, teachers pay close attention to equal opportunities in respect of gender, race and 
SEND. Newnham St Peter’s School aims to promote music equally to both sexes and ensures that the resources 
available are attractive to all children. Challenge for all is integral to our teaching and we aim to encourage all 
pupils to reach their full potential through the provision of varied opportunities, a variety of teaching styles to 
meet a variety of learning needs and collaborative team working (mixed ability).  
 

Growth 
Growth Mindset-(resilience and challenge) 
Learning to sing together, to play a musical instrument and to develop proficiency requires regular practice and 
encourages children to persevere. Developing a ‘growth mindset’, a willingness to accept that things are not 
always easy, but require perseverance, builds children’s resilience. 
 
Broadening Vocabulary- 
Core vocabulary has been selected to develop the children as musicians. This is taken form the Charanga Scheme 
and builds progressively. Teachers refer back to prior learning. Key music vocabulary related to a specific topic is 
introduced through knowledge organisers. 
Developing a Love of Reading Leading to Quality Writing- 
There are rich opportunities for reading throughout the music curriculum through whole class group and 
individual tasks, using secondary sources to carry out research. Information texts related to music units or 
famous musicians are sometimes used in Guided Reading sessions. The expectations for writing in music 
(presentation, spelling, grammar, editing etc.) are the same as in English and all other curriculum subjects. 
Applying Mathematical Skills- 
There are opportunities within music for the children to develop their mathematical skills.  For example, the 
interrelated dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch, dynamics, tempo etc.) allow children to use and develop 
counting and comparing skills. 
Securing Small Step Progression which is Revisited to Aid Memory (Knowledge Organisers, Big Books and 
Assessments)- 
Lessons have been carefully structured to build on music understanding within a unit. Knowledge organisers 
contain key information. Key moments are recorded in big books that are passed on from class to class, enabling 
children to revisit prior learning and allowing episodic memory to support semantic memory. 
Developing an understanding of cultural diversity- 
In music, children are encouraged to explore a wide range of musical genres from a wide range of cultures whilst 
still developing their knowledge of pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure and 
notation, which are at the centre of all the learning. They are given opportunities to explore music closely linked 
to events and issues on a national and international level, giving our children an understanding of their place in a 
wider world. 
 
Flight 
Fostering Curiosity and Engagement in Learning (to include visits/visitors, community and mistakes) 
In our teaching of music, we aim to inspire in our children a love of music but also the ability to listen with 
discrimination. Group practising and performing encourages them to work co-operatively whilst developing their 
self-confidence and sense of achievement. 
 
Trips and visitors and core texts have been planned into the curriculum, supporting engagement.  
Upper KS2 children are given the opportunity to experience bell ringing at St Peter’s Church and take part in 
Young Voices concerts. 

 


