
Religious Education Intent Statement 

Subject Vision: Roots, Growth, Flight 

A nurturing, inclusive school, rooted in Christian values, where everyone feels safe, grows 

and takes flight as valued members of the school, local and global community. 

  

We will deliver our vision by: 

Enabling the curiosity to question, confidence to challenge, resilience to be challenged  

and 

Providing the knowledge and tools to succeed 

 So that we may: 

                                                   Ignite a life-long love of learning. 

  

We will live our vision by: 

Being valuable members of society, making meaningful contributions to the local and 

wider community and enriching the lives of others 

 

We use two schemes to support the teaching and learning of Religious Education (RE): 

Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus for RE 2017-2022  

and 

Understanding Christianity. 

We meet the statutory requirements for teaching RE as set out in the Gloucestershire 

Agreed Syllabus for RE 2017-2022.  

 

We believe that the teaching of RE in our school supports the views of Councillor Paul 

McLain, Cabinet Member – Children & Young People and Strategic Commissioning as set 

out in the foreword to the Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus for RE 2017-2022 when he 

says: 

It is important to prepare children and young people in Gloucestershire for life in a 

twenty-first century world, and it is clear that religion and belief play a central role in local 

and global affairs. Religious education gives Gloucestershire pupils an ideal opportunity to 

explore matters of religions and non-religious beliefs – to find out what matters most to 



people in a wide range of traditions represented in our county and beyond, and to discern 

what is of value for themselves as they develop their own ideas and ways of living.  

 

The principal aim of religious education, as set out in the Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus 

for RE 2017-2022, is to explore what people believe and what difference this makes to 

how they live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to 

handle questions raised by religion and belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of 

living. 

We believe that this principal aim reflects our school vision by encouraging pupils to: 

 Explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how they live 

(Roots). 

 Gain the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised 

by religion and belief (Growth). 

 Reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living (Flight). 

How Religious Education is taught: 

EYFS- 

In our setting, RE forms a valuable part of the educational experience of children 

throughout this key stage. In the EYFS curriculum, learning does not fit into boxes: play-

based and child-centred approaches encourage the learning to follow where the child’s 

interest and curiosity leads. The agreed syllabus for RE sets out experiences, opportunities 

and appropriate topics for children in the Foundation Stage. These are used as a starting 

point in our setting. The suggestions made for the EYFS RE are good learning in 

themselves and also connect to the EYFS seven areas of learning. Planned teaching 

experiences support children’s learning and development needs, as identified through 

holistic assessment. Early Years teaching stems from children’s own experience. Our early 

year’s staff also find ways to draw on the wealth of religious or spiritual experiences that 

some families may bring with them. Our staff also reflect on the different ways in which 

children learn and the characteristics of effective learning: 

 • Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’.  

• Active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, 

and enjoy achievements. 



• Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links 

between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.  

Children in EYFS also encounter religious and non-religious worldviews through special 

people, books, times, places and objects and by visiting places of worship. They listen to 

and talk about stories. Children are introduced to subject-specific words and use all their 

senses to explore beliefs, practices and forms of expression. They ask questions and 

reflect on their own feelings and experiences. They use their imagination and curiosity to 

develop their appreciation of, and wonder at, the world in which they live. Big Books and 

Knowledge Organisers are used to record learning and aid memory when themes are 

revisited in later years. Subject specific vocabulary is displayed on learning walls and on 

Knowledge Organisers. 

 

Key Stage 1 and 2 

The 2017–2022 syllabus is followed in order to develop and deliver excellence in RE. It 

aims to deepen pupils’ knowledge about religions and develop their ‘religious literacy’. 

Pupils in Key Stage 1 and 2 study one religion at a time (‘systematic’ units), and then they 

study ‘thematic’ units, which build on learning by comparing the religions, beliefs and 

practices studied. The syllabus sets out an underlying teaching and learning approach, 

whereby pupils encounter core concepts in religions and beliefs in a coherent way, 

developing their understanding and their ability to handle questions of religion and belief. 

The teaching and learning approach has three core elements, which are woven together 

to provide breadth and balance within teaching and learning about religions and beliefs. 

 Making sense of beliefs: Identifying and making sense of core religious and non-religious 

beliefs and concepts; understanding what these beliefs mean within their traditions; 

recognising how and why sources of authority (such as texts) are used, expressed and 

interpreted in different ways, and developing skills of interpretation. 

 Making connections: Evaluating, reflecting on and connecting the beliefs and practices 

studied; allowing pupils to challenge ideas studied, and the ideas studied to challenge 

pupils’ thinking; discerning possible connections between these and pupils’ own lives and 

ways of understanding the world. 



 Understanding the impact: Examining how and why people put their beliefs into action in 

diverse ways, within their everyday lives, within their communities and in the wider 

world. 

Teaching and learning in our Key Stage 1 and 2 classrooms will encompass all three 

elements, allowing for overlap between elements as suits the religion, concept and 

question being explored. These elements set the context for open exploration of religion 

and belief. They offer a structure through which pupils can encounter diverse religious 

traditions alongside non-religious worldviews – which reflect the backgrounds of many of 

the pupils in Gloucestershire schools. The elements present a broad and flexible strategy 

that allows for different traditions to be treated with integrity. These elements offer a 

route through each unit while also allowing for a range of questions reflecting different 

approaches, for example, from religious studies, philosophy, sociology, ethics and 

theology. Big Books and Knowledge Organisers are used to record learning and aid 

memory when themes are revisited in later years. Subject specific vocabulary is displayed 

on learning walls and on Knowledge Organisers. 

 

Why Religious Education is taught this way: 

EYFS- 

RE sits very firmly within the areas of personal, social and emotional development and 

understanding the world. This framework we follow in RE enables children to develop a 

positive sense of themselves, and others, and to learn how to form positive and respectful 

relationships. They will do this through a balance of guided, planned teaching and 

pursuing their own learning within an enabling environment. They will begin to 

understand and value the differences of individuals and groups within their own 

immediate community. Children will have the opportunity to develop their emerging 

moral and cultural awareness. Big Books and Knowledge Organisers are used to aid 

memory and support the teaching of subject specific vocabulary. 

 

Key Stage 1- 

Teaching in the ways outlined above will support pupils to develop their knowledge and 

understanding of religions and world views, recognising their local, national and global 



contexts. Big Books and Knowledge organisers will enable them to recall and remember 

prior learning and begin to use basic subject-specific vocabulary. They will start to raise 

questions and begin to express their own views in response to the material they learn 

about and in response to questions about their ideas. 

 

Key Stage 2- 

Teaching in the ways outlined above will support pupils to extend their knowledge and 

understanding of religions and worldviews, recognising their local, national and global 

contexts. They will be introduced to an extended range of sources. Big Books and 

Knowledge organisers will enable them to recall, remember and use prior learning and 

subject-specific vocabulary. They will be encouraged to be curious and to ask increasingly 

challenging questions about religion, belief, values and human life. Pupils will learn to 

express their own ideas in response to the material they engage with, identifying relevant 

information, selecting examples and giving reasons to support their ideas and views. 

 

How our Religious Education provision meets our curriculum intent: 

Roots 

Recognising our Church School status- 

 Our RE teaching expresses our school Christian vision (Roots, Growth, Flight). 

 RE is effective, reflecting a good balance between theology, philosophy and 

human science. 

 Within RE pupils develop age appropriate skills of enquiry, critical analysis and 

interpretation 

 Our RE provision results in pupils who give an age appropriate thoughtful account 

of Christianity as a living and diverse faith with some reference to theological 

concepts. 

 Pupils demonstrate an informed and respectful understanding of a range of 

religions and worldviews.  

 RE lessons provide a safe space for pupils to discuss religious, spiritual and/or 

philosophical ideas.  

 Pupils explain ways in which their thinking has been challenged.  



 Statutory obligations are met and RE is largely in line with the Church of England 

Statement of Entitlement. 

Recognising the Importance of Wellbeing and Mental Health 

 Due to our Christian vision and associated values, relationships between all 

members of the school community are supportive. 

 Our school behaviour policy and other related policies coherently reflect our 

Christian vision.  

 Pupils have the opportunity to seek forgiveness and reconciliation and this is 

reflected in our behaviour policy and practice. 

 When conflicts arise, these are dealt with in a way which reflect our Christian 

vision and values.  

 Within RE there are planned curriculum opportunities to explore different points 

of view and pupils are given the skills they need to disagree well and to live with 

contradictory convictions. 

Ensuring High Quality Provision for all Pupils (SEND, EAL, PP, Disadvantaged)- 

 All pupils are exposed to high quality RE teaching and resources. 

 Some pupils are supported in order to access the learning through the use of: 

adult support, writing frames, word banks, dyslexic dictionary, small step tasks, 

reader, scribe. 

Growth 

Broadening Vocabulary- 

 Big Books 

 Knowledge Organisers 

 Working Walls 

Growth Mindset (resilience and challenge)- 

 When conflicts arise, these are dealt with in a way which reflect our Christian 

vision and values.  

 Within RE there are planned curriculum opportunities to explore different points 

of view and pupils are given the skills they need to disagree well and to live with 

contradictory convictions. 



 Pupils and adults feel confident to express their views and concerns and say they 

are listened to and are given opportunities to participate in school decisions. 

 Pupils are curious and ask and answer increasingly challenging questions about 

religion, belief, values and human life. 

Developing a Love of Reading Leading to Quality Writing- 

 High quality religious texts and stories used to support teaching. 

 RE based texts and extracts used in some guided reading sessions. 

 Cross curricular writing opportunities planned for and used where appropriate. 

Applying Mathematical Skills- 

 Within RE, where possible, mathematical skills previously taught in Maths lessons 

are revisited and applied. For example-percentages, fractions, graphs. 

Securing Small Step Progression which is Revisited to Aid Memory 

 Big Books 

 Knowledge Organisers 

Developing an understanding of cultural diversity- 

 Opportunities to find out what matters most to people in a wide range of 

traditions represented in our county and beyond. 

Flight 

Fostering Curiosity and Engagement in Learning- 

 Visits to places of worship. 

 Visitors from a variety of backgrounds and beliefs. 

 Encouragement to be curious and to ask increasingly challenging questions about 

religion, belief, values and human life. 

 Time and encouragement to Reflect on their own ideas and ways of living. 
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